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Grant Guidelines
(updated 7/2/2025)

General Information

The Rotary Foundation of Cincinnati provides the funding and resources necessary to support the diverse humanitarian efforts of the Rotary Club of Cincinnati.  The mission statement of the foundation is as follows:

Providing leadership in supporting local and global humanitarian needs, especially those related to children.

Funding Priorities

The Foundation provides grants to non-profit organizations for use in the Greater Cincinnati area. Our funding priorities are for programs, projects, equipment or materials that directly benefit children, particularly those with physical, mental, emotional or social challenges.  We may, on occasion, fund other requests that support our mission.  

Qualifications:
1. The grant request must be made by a non-profit, 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with an IRS letter of determination.  

2. The organization may only receive funding once every three fiscal years.  (The Rotary fiscal year is July 1 – June 30.)

3. The organization must agree to spend the funds on the proposal submitted within one year of receipt.

4. An evaluation form must be submitted to the Rotary Foundation within 12 months of the receipt of grant funds, detailing how the funds were expended and the results obtained.

5. Most grants are in the range of $5,000 - $8,000.  Requests should not exceed $10,000.


Grant Submission Deadlines

There are two grant cycles per year.  For our 2025-2026 fiscal year, the deadlines are as follows:


Cycle 1: October 1, 2025
Cycle 2: April 1, 2026
Grant Application Procedure
The application must be submitted (electronically) to the Rotary Office on or before the published deadlines to be considered. 

IMPORTANT: The application, along with a copy of your IRS determination letter, must be submitted electronically, in a .pdf or Word (.doc) format or on our website.  Please do NOT include additional materials.  We will request additional information if needed.

Applications that are not submitted electronically will be rejected, unless prior permission is given by the Rotary Foundation of Cincinnati office.

You may submit your grant request to:

Sara M. Pattison, Executive Director
office@cincinnatirotary.org
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